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Student visa grants trends in 2019 
International student enrolment data in 2019 showed another year of steady growth (10%) for the sector. A 

recent release of visa grants data by the Department of Home Affairs provides some insight into expected trends 

for the 2020 academic year. The data only captures activity prior to the travel restrictions imposed on 1 February 

2020 to constrain the novel coronavirus outbreak, but does offer a baseline picture of how 2020 might have 

unfolded under normal circumstances. 

Below are student visas granted in the last six months of 2019, with both total and offshore grants. The latter 

reflects expected new students arriving from overseas, while the number of total grants also captures student 

visas granted to applicants who were already in Australia. Figures for the visa subclasses Independent ELICOS and 

Non-award do not reflect expected trends in the corresponding education sectors as most ELICOS and Foundation 

(non-award) students follow study pathways. For example, a student studying an ELICOS or Foundation course 

ahead of a higher education course is likely to have a higher education visa. 

The grants data below anticipates sustained growth in international student enrolments in 2020, although 

numbers of new students arriving from overseas are constrained. Moderate declines in new students in higher 

education (including postgraduate research) and VET are anticipated, largely due to declines in new students from 

India and Nepal.  

At this time, the outlook for Chinese students is unclear due to prevalent travel restrictions. The visa data from 

2019 indicates no growth in new students, but growth in overall numbers was anticipated due to students who 

commenced in earlier years continuing their studies. 
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