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International students in Australia up to 2014
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Just over 1,859,000 international students have undertaken study Mal:s:z

in Australia in the thirteen years from 2002 to 2014, including
1,405,535 who were no longer studying in 2014. China was the
largest source of all these students, contributing 18.6 per cent.
India and the United States were the next largest contributing
nationalities with 10.2 per cent and 6.5 per cent respectively.
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per cent of all international students who have studied in Australia.

The ongoing strong growth in student numbers over the 2002 to 2014 period is demonstrated by the fact that 35 per cent of the
students from China who have ever studied in Australia (since 2002) were studying here in 2014. The equivalent figure for
Vietnam was 44 per cent, the highest proportion across the top ten source countries. Across all nationalities combined, 24 per
cent of all students who had studied in Australia since 2002 were studying in 2014.

Table 1 show there were slightly more international male students to females at 51.7 per cent and 48.3 per cent respectively,
across all nationalities from 2002 to 2014. However, the gender distribution varied with student nationality. Seven out of ten
(74.5%) students from India were male. In contrast, two in three (66.7%) students from Japan were female.

The major source of international students studying in Australia from 2002 to 2014 is Asia, which accounted for two thirds
(67.3%) of the international student population. This is followed by the Americas and North-West Europe accounting for 14.4 per
cent and 9.1 per cent respectively of international students in Australia.

Prior to 2002, it was estimated that over 420,000 students studied in Australia up to 2001%, including 40,000 students on
scholarships under the original Colombo Plan up until 1985°. Further, it is estimated that over 580,000 English language students
were studying on non-student visas over the period 2002 to 2014 and a further 160,000 over the period 1996 to 2001°. On this
basis, over 3 million international students have studied in Australia up to 2014.

Table 1. International student numbers by gender
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