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Australian student mobility in the higher education sector  
The most current UNESCO data indicates that in 2010, there were 10,330 
Australian students enrolled in tertiary courses in other countries, an 
increase of 3.6% on the previous year. This statistic only counts 
Australians enrolled for more than 12 months in an offshore institution and 
does not include data from some significant study destinations, such as 
China. 

The UNESCO data also shows that US student mobility declined by 3.2% 
in 2010, while UK mobility increased by 0.9% (Figure 1). When expressed 
as a proportion of all Australian higher education students, the proportion 
of mobile Australian students (0.8%) is similar to the UK (0.9%) and India 
(1.0%), and is higher than the USA (0.3%)
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(Figure 2).  

UNESCO data indicates that the top six host countries for Australian 
students in 2010 were the USA, New Zealand, the UK, Germany, France 
and Japan (Figure 3).  

Enrolment data from the Australian Higher Education Statistics Collection 
indicates that in 2010, 518 and in 2011, 580 Australian students were 
enrolled in an offshore campus of an Australian higher education 
institution2.  

A recent Australian university survey found that in 2011, 12.3% of 
completing Australian undergraduate students enrolled onshore in 
Australian universities had undertaken an international study experience 
during their course, up from 12.0% in the previous year. An equivalent 
figure for US undergraduates in 2009/10 was 9.5%
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. In 2011, a total of 

20,906 international study experiences at all levels were reported by the 
36 universities that participated in the survey. This was a 14.0% increase 
on the number of experiences reported in 2010. This statistic counts all 
international study experiences, including those of less than 12 months. 

Support for Australian student mobility 

The Australian Government allocates approximately $36 million annually 
to support the mobility of Australian students through Endeavour Awards
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and a range of international student mobility programs
5
 including: study 

overseas short-term mobility program, international student exchange 
programs (ISEP) for the higher education sector, VET outbound mobility 
program and bilateral student mobility projects under Australia-European 
Union Education Cooperation
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. In addition, a new initiative through the 

Australia in the Asian Century White Paper, $37 million Asia bound grants 
program was announced late last year to encourage more Australian 
tertiary students to study for part of their degree in Asia
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.  

The Overseas Study Higher Education Loans Program (OS-HELP) 
provides loans for Australian higher education students studying overseas 
in the course of a degree undertaken with an Australian education 
provider. Total student loans provided through OS-HELP have increased 
from $22.6 million in 2010 to $25.3 million in 2011
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. The number of 

recipients has also increased in the same time, from 4,086 to 5,035
9
.  

In addition, Australian education providers offer support, including 
scholarships, for students to undertake study overseas. In 2011, 36 
Australian universities provided $28.2 million for students to undertake 
international study experiences
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