Australian Government

Department of Education and Training

SEHEHICE T 3EHEH
WH R af v T4 7Y —
BIXOXXTN - T4 7Y —DFH%

Australia-Japan higher education cooperation

Developing innovative joint and double degrees

Report prepared by Kumiko Tsukamoto, Australian Embassy, Tokyo



Australia-Japan higher education cooperation:

Developing innovative joint
and double degrees

Globalisation is changing the skills and experience students need to acquire for work. To improve
students’ employability, universities in Australia are offering broader opportunities including
internships and international programs through strengthened partnerships with industry and
universities domestically and internationally. Likewise, the Australian Government is focusing on
employability and is aiming to coordinate efforts by all sectors- industry, academia and government
to make graduates highly employable and globally in-demand. The Australian Government's National
Strategy for International Education, which was launched in 2016, identifies goals and actions to
offer the best possible student experience and to strengthen the international education system of
Australia. The government is also assisting students and universities in student/researcher mobility
through scholarship programs such as the New Colombo Plan and the Australia Awards including
the Endeavour Scholarships and Fellowships. Another form of collaboration gaining popularity, often
cited as the next phase of internationalisation of higher education, is joint degree and double degree/
cotutelle programs offered with international partners.

Japan is not an exception in this global trend. The Japanese Government is providing funding to
selected universities to internationalise, aiming to attract more international students and to be
internationally competitive in education and research. One of these programs, The Top Global
University Project, was launched in 2014 with the aim to promote strategic partnerships with leading
universities overseas. The government selected 37 universities to participate in the project for
the duration of ten years, and allocates about JPY7.7 billion (A$90 million) annually. The Japanese
Government also developed a new scholarship program for study abroad with donations from
industry. Moreover, the country amended the related education laws and regulations in 2014 to enable
universities to offer joint degree programs with overseas partners. The very first joint degree program
the Japanese government recognised was developed by Nagoya University and its Australian partner,
the University of Adelaide, at PhD level in medical and biomedical research. Currently, this is the only
joint degree program offered between universities in Japan and Australia, but universities report that
many more are under development.

The Australian Government Department of Education and Training and the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan (MEXT) meet bhiennially to have high level education
policy discussions and the fourth such meeting was held in Australia in 2015. At the meeting,
both governments confirmed an interest in strengthening the bilateral education relationship and
enhancing institutional cooperation. Both governments are committed to increasing two-way mobility
between Australia and Japan. Besides the formal dialogues, the two governments communicate
regularly to follow up the discussion. In parallel, the number of university partnership agreements
between the two countries has increased rapidly and exceeded 560 in 2016. The universities of both
countries are now interested in more strategic partnerships including the development of joint and
double degree programs.

Universities in Australia already offer a number of double and joint degree programs with universities
overseas. However, only a limited number of such programs are currently offered with Japanese
universities, and there is much scope to grow. International partnerships including joint/double degree
program partnerships are important to establish foundations for joint research and co-publication.
Joint research with high quality international partners raises research capability. Analysis shows that
the citation impact of the publications deriving from Australia-Japan collaboration — in all fields of
research — is higher than both the Australian and Japanese averages. Higher citations and improved
research capability lead to higher university rankings, meaning that both countries derive significant
benefit from working together.
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Expected benefits

Joint and double degree programs offer a range of benefits both to universities and students.
Through discussion to develop the programs with partner(s), universities deepen understanding of
each other and strengthen collaboration. In many occasions, closer collaboration generates greater
opportunities for researchers at both universities to work together, which results in joint research,
co-publication and higher citations. Such cooperation creates an important mechanism to increase
international competitiveness leading to higher university ranking. University leaders hypothesise
that top ranked universities in the future will all have international joint/double postgraduate degree
programs integrated in their frameworks.

Similarly, joint and double degree programs are valuable for students. The programs offer greater
access to international facilities and cutting edge technologies, and opportunities to work with
researchers at a host university. In addition, these programs are cost effective for students as they
do not need to pay for a second degree. Undertaking such international programs is also useful to
develop international networks and to increase employability. Many companies value graduates
with strong speciality, problem-solving skills and international competencies such as multicultural
understanding and communication skills. In the era of globalisation, graduates with these skills are
highly sought after. The joint/double degree programs with high quality partners are also appealing to
internationally-minded students from other countries.

1. Cutting edge technology
Japan is one of the world’s most technologically advanced countries. The country has won 17
Nobel Prizes in the sciences since 2000 and has cutting edge equipment and facilities. Total R&D of
Australia in 2014 was about 15% of Japan's total'.

2. Experience in academic-industry collaboration
Japan is leading in academic-industry collaboration. The amount of joint research between
Japanese universities and industry exceeded JPY45 billion (A$526 million)* in FY2015. MEXT aims to
triple this by 2025.

3. Demand for English language education and international experience
The Japanese Government is facilitating mobility and providing funding to universities to deliver
graduates with international competencies. The number of Japanese students studying English
in Australia has been increasing and Japan was the second largest source country for English
language courses’ in 2015. Japanese listed companies now make more profits offshore than they
do in Japan, and this trend is expected to continue, necessitating graduates with global skills.

1. Quality education and high research capability
About 15% of universities in Australia are ranked within the top 100 in world rankings.

2. Experience in international education including regulations, student protection, and quality
assurance, and high quality reputation in English language education
Universities in Australia received more than 243,000 international students in 2015* and the number
of students studying English language courses exceeded 170,000°.

3. Experience in transnational education and provision of joint/double degree programs

1 OECD Research & Development statistics www.oecd.org/sti/rds
2 MEXT Academic-industry collaboration (In Japanese) www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shinkou/sangaku/1380184.htm

3 Department of Education and Training, ELICOS regional market survey https://internationaleducation.gov.au/research/research-
snapshots/pages/default.aspx

4 Department of Education and Training, International students in Australian universities
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/research/research-snapshots/pages/default.aspx

5 Department of Education and Training, ELICOS regional market survey
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Issues for consideration

Many universities in Australia and Japan are interested in shifting to more strategic collaboration and
developing joint and double degree programs. However, universities say it is not a simple process to
develop these programs and there are many issues to consider carefully. Some of the major topics
include government policy and requirements for developing these programs, shared understanding
and definitions, and quality assurance. Each country has different education policies, laws and
regulations. In some countries, joint degree programs might not be legally possible. Universities often
say that one of the major challenges is accommodating regulatory and compliance requirements
for both systems. For example, Japanese universities may need to set up new departments/faculties
to implement joint degree programs. Hence, it is important for universities to understand these
requirements.

Definitions: Definitions used in Australia are:

Joint degree programs or Joint awards

The Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA)® specifies that joint awards involve a
single course of study arranged and delivered jointly by two or more providers that leads to the award
of a single qualification that can be recognised within the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF)’
and is typically conferred jointly by the providers involved.

Double degree programs or Dual awards

TEQSA states that dual awards involve one or more course of study that leads to the award of
two separate qualifications. Where the course involves an arrangement between two education
providers, one of the qualifications is typically conferred by each provider.

Cotutelle programs

Cotutelle programs are considered a double degree program in both Australia and Japan as two
separate qualifications are awarded. Joint PhD supervision is also popular between Australia and
Japanese universities and is usually offered as a double degree or cotutelle programs (with two
separate qualifications).

Importance of quality assurance

There are established mechanisms for quality assurance both in Australia and Japan, and it is the
university’s responsibility to maintain the quality of all education programs including joint and double
degree programs. In Australia, TEQSA has jurisdiction over all courses of study offered by registered
higher education institutes, including offshore. Similarly, in Japan, there is a framework to maintain
the quality of education, which includes an approval system for establishment of universities (and
new departments/faculties), self-assessment, and evaluation and accreditation.

In Japan, there are three organisations’ that provide evaluation for universities, and one of them, the
National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE)
has a memorandum of cooperation with TEQSA. They exchange information on regular basis and are
also undertaking staff exchange. Both organisations are committed to protecting and enhancing the
quality of higher education in Australia and Japan, and are also looking at emerging issues such as
quality assurance of joint/double degree programs with international partners. NIAD-QE produces
an overview of quality assurance in higher education for selected countries including Japan and
Australia, and English reports are available on the website to assist individual universities.
www.niad.ac.jp/english/unive/publications/information_package.htm#tab3

6 TEQSA s Australia’s independent national regulator of the higher education sector. www.tegsa.gov.au/
7 The AQF is the national policy for regulated qualifications in Australian education and training. www.aqf.edu.au/

8 Other two organisations are the Japan University Accreditation Association (JUAA) and the Japan Institution for Higher
Education Evaluation (JIHEE).
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TEQSA Guidance Note: Joint and Dual Awards

TEQSA is developing guidance on joint and double degrees and a draft report is now available at the
TEQSA website.
http://www.teqsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/GuidanceNote_JointandDualAwards2.0.pdf

Japanese Government Guidelines for
Building International Joint Diploma Programs

Under joint degree programs, a single certificate is jointly conferred by a Japanese university and its
partner. Hence, the degree is regarded as a Japanese degree program, and needs to satisfy certain
conditions. For example, it is required for a Japanese university to have a formal agreement with
its partner university. Most importantly, an approval by the Japanese government MEXT is required
to offer a joint degree program. Guidelines in English are available on the following MEXT website.
These requirements for joint degree programs do not apply to double degree programs.
http://www.mext.go.jp/component/b_menu/shingi/toushin/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2015/04/17/1356863_1.
pdf

Other issues to be considered through by universities include entrance requirements/exams, fee
structures and the availability of scholarships. Governments should continue to facilitate dialogue to
build mutual understanding and to ensure that barriers to collaboration can be removed.

Over the last decade, the quantity of research collaboration between Australia and Japan has more
than doubled, driven by the enthusiasm of researchers and universities in both countries. The average
quality of this collaborative research is very high in all fields, meaning that when we work together,
our citations and rankings rise as a result. Universities in both countries are interested in moving
to have more strategic partnerships including the development of joint/double degree programs.
Some universities have already started discussions to shift their collaboration to the next stage of
internationalisation, and we expect many others to follow the path. By proactively putting in place
these long-term plans universities in both countries can remain internationally competitive and an
increasingly attractive destination for students from third countries.

In the last couple of years, two-way mobility has been increasing, as university partnerships
are strengthening. As the next phase of internationalisation, innovative joint and double degree
programs can drive increased quality and employability for both Australia and Japan. In the future,
these more strategic partnerships and international joint and double degree programs provide an
excellent platform for strengthening industry links for both internships and research and development
collaboration.
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Case studies

In the following section, some joint and double degree programs between universities in Australia and Japan are introduced. The existing
programs are open to both domestic and international students. In many cases, financial support is available for students while they go
abroad to study at a partner institution.

—Joint degree program —
The University of Adelaide and Nagoya University

The University of Adelaide offers a Joint PhD Program in the area of medical and biomedical research with Nagoya University,
which is the first international joint degree recognised by the Japanese Government in 2015. This four-year PhD program is offered
in English and students are fully enrolled at both universities. Students are supervised jointly by experts at both Adelaide and
Nagoya, and are required to study at the second institution for at least one year between the Second year and the first semester of
the Fourth year. Upon successful completion of the program, students will receive a joint PhD degree.

Nagoya University now offers another joint degree program in science with the University of Edinburgh and is starting another one
in medicine with Lund University in April 2017.

— Cotutelle program —
Macquarie University and Tohoku University

Macquarie University's cotutelle PhD program with Tohoku University in engineering was launched in July 2015. Students are
enrolled in two universities and have supervisors at both Macquarie and Tohoku University. The program at Tohoku University is
for four years including the co-supervision period of 27 months. For example, students at Tohoku University who participated in
the program from 2013 spent 21 months at their home university before they start the co-supervision, and attended the program
at Macquarie for 15 months. The final year of their program was undertaken at Tohoku University. Upon successful completion of
program, students will receive two separate certificates.

Macquarie University is very active in the provision of joint and cotutelle programs. Since their programs commenced Macquarie
has had more than 290 joint and cotutelle PhD enrolments arising from agreements with 110 universities in more than 30 countries,
such as China, Germany and France.

—Double degree program —
Monash University and Kobe City University of Foreign Studies

Monash University has offered a double Masters degree program with Kobe City University of Foreign Studies in interpreting and
translation studies since March 2015. The program is for two years and students undertaking this course study their first year at
Monash University and second year at Kobe City University of Foreign Studies. Students specialise in interpreting and translation
between English and Japanese, and also complete a 160 hour internship. Upon successful completion of the program, they will be
awarded with two qualifications - a Masters of Interpreting and Translation Studies from Monash University and also from Kobe
City University of Foreign Studies. Students who have completed the program are eligible to sit for the exam for the Australian
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters (NAATI). The Monash program also has full membership of CIUTI
(Conférence Internationale Permanente d’Instituts Universitaires de Traducteurs et Interprétes), the international association of
tertiary institutions offering degrees in translation and interpreting, and the world’s oldest and most prestigious of its kind.

Scholarships for students to support the travel and study at host universities are available at a majority of universities offering these
programs
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Developing innovative joint and double degrees




